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David Grubbs 


less daring settings for his lyrical experiments in language and tonal levitation. By Christoph Cox 

Amiri Baraka 

The performing poet, publisher and pamphleteer who bridged Beat black power and free jazz recalls his 
days of fire with Albert Ayler, Sunny Murray and The New York Art Quartet By David Keenan 

Iceland’s New Horizons 

The ocean-size post-rock of Slgur Ros is detonating a musical volcano in Iceland's frozen wastes. Rob Young 
travels to Reykjavik to meet the group, plus the Kitchen Motors collective and composer HilmarOmHilmarsson 

2000 Rewind 


Spooling back through the year in music: The Wire's Records Of The Year compiled from the votes of The 
Wire's crack writing squad. Plus: writers and musicians list their Pros and Cons of 2000 


44 Tangents #4: Smiling Faces Sometimes 

In our series taking a sidelong glance at music, Peter Shapiro reveals how psychedelic soul artists from The 
O'Jays to Sly Stone peeled away the Smiley stickers papering over the grim troth of Nixon's America 


50 Invisible Jukebox: Mark E Smith 

The Fall’s gruff guru gets grumpy about records by Charles Bukowski, Eminem, Iggy Pop, Prince Jazzbo, 
Spiders, DJ Scud and more. Tested by Edwin Pouncey 


reviews 


54 Soundcheck January's selected albums and singles, including new releases from Koji Asano, Eugene 
Chadboume, Shirley Collins, Charles Curtis, Marcel Duchamp, Ernest Dawkins, Faust, Morton Feldman, Future Plot AKA, 
Ryoji Ikeda, Joseph Holbrooke, Christian Marclay & Otomo Yoshihlde, Mtaostona, Moodymann, The Orb, Pan Sonic, 
Scannerfunk, Matthew Shipp, Karlheinz Stockhausen, White Out with Jim O'Rourke and more 76 Print Run New 
music books: The Creation story, The Mothers Of Invention speak out: A new Europsychedelia encyclopedia; Three reggae 

aesthetic 82 On Location Going live The Acid Mothers set up their Temple in London; Electronica avantists thaw 
out Finland's Avanto Festival; The Necks slow London to a crawl; Going gaga in Leicester with Herat Chopin; plus Helmut 
Lachenmann in Huddersfield, Improv mania at Phonomanie, and PJ Harvey in New York 


4 Editor’s Idea 6 Letters 14 Bitstream News from music's outer limits 
16 Global Ear Stewart Lee follows Terrastock to Seattle 75 Charts 78 Label Directory 
90 Out There January's selected festivals, happenings, live events, clubs and radio 96 Back Issues 
97 Subscribe and get FREE CDs or FREE magsl 98 Epiphanies Jah Wobble's divine revelations 

























editor/s 

idea 


t with this page to fill, not quite knowing whatwas this 
vhat was the previous year, or thesounds I heard 
: my head in the washing machine aged three. Most 
2 in a rush at the very end, 


to composer Hilmar Orn Hilmarsson for hissagi 


Delay, Gunter Muller, Keith Rowe, Milford Graves, Faust's 
Wumme Years box set, more electroacoustic treasures: 
Richard Maxfield, Kenneth Gaburo (Pogus), Pierre Henry 


(Atavistic Unheard Music Series), Ennio Morricone 
soundtracks (Dagored); 100 YearsOf The Berlin 
Phonogramm-Archive box set (Wergo). 

On stage: Kimmo Pohjonen, J im O’Rourke, Burnt 
Friedman, Philip Jeckat Paris Batofar; Coil in Barcelona and 
London. Mego, Supersilent, Sherwood atThe Wire 



having thechancet 
some of the great pleasures I did manage to catch c 
from outlying territories (in the music industry’s eyes, c 
least): Fussible, Bostichand Panoptica—floor-filling 
Techno-nortenofrom Tijuana; Caipirissima!— Brazilia 


Theodorakis; Journals Of Resistance, Dave Cavanagh: The 
CreationRecordsStory, Neal Stephenson: Cryptonomicon. 
Expo: Sonic Boomatthe Hayward; William BlakeatTate 
Britain; Live In Your Head and Protests Survive atthe 
Whitechapel; Buckminster Fulleratthe Design Museum; 


Tracey recordingsout of Africa; Scandinavian stuff— 
Rune Grammofon, Kjetil Bransdal, Ake Hodell, Kimmo 
Pohjonen, Sigur Ros, Kitchen Motors, Apparat Organ 


ards’ CD series (www.fmrecords.net) airing the 
ting, dead voices from early 20th century Armenia, 
the Balkans, and a Greece that no longer exists. 

revitalised Delmark, Erstwhile, Fractal, Grab, Nortec, 
Orthlorng Musork, Ritornell, 7 5 Ark, Tigerbeat6. 

CD Keepers: Blechtum From Blechdom, Kid606, 
Matmos, Kit Clayton (bombdrops from the Bay), Vladislav 



carsdon'tclog upthestreetsevery day? Cc 
each other. The Turner Prize and any'art' involving diaries, 
personal effects and holiday snaps. 
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beta-lactam ring records 


legendary pink dots, edward ka-spel. tony cnnrad. stimulus. 

www.blrrecards.com 

taxicmusic@blrrecords.cam fax: 509-35I-82EQ 


the label dedicated to releasing 
artistic experimental music 










































Since quitting his avant rock outfit Gastr Del Sol, David Grubbs has blossomed into one of 
America’s most idiosyncratic songwriters, grafting experimental poetics onto minimalist drones 
to create bizarre yet beautiful pop hybrids. Words: Christoph Cox. Photos: Mattias Ek 
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As a Beat-connected poet and publisher in mid-60s New York, Amiri Baraka, then known 
as LeRoi Jones, fomented a revolutionary qpnsp iousness among Harlem’s free jazz army. 
Nowadays his executioner’s pong may be more tempered, but his jihad against cultural- 
apathy remains in force. Words: David Keenan. Photos: Joaquim Mendes 
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2001-THE NEXT THING 

15.01.2001 

LESSER - ‘GEARHOUND' (CD/2LP) 

29.01.2001 

LARGE PROFESSOR - ‘BLAZE RHYMEZ’ (12”) 
12.02.2001 

MATMOS - ‘CALIFORNIA RHINOPLASTY E.P.’ 
(CDEP/12”EP) 

26.02.2001 

THE WISDOM OF HARRY - ‘CAESAR BOOTS’ 
(77CDS) 

12.03.2001 

MATMOS - A CHANCE TO CUT IS A CHANCE 
TO CURE’ (CD/2LP) 

THE SOFT BOYS - ‘UNDERWATER MOONLIGHT’ 
(2CD/3LP) 

26.03.2001 

BARDO POND - ‘DILATE’ (CD/2LP) 

v j Kfo www.matadoreurope.com p.o.box 20125 londonwIOSwa 


Charles Curtis 

Ultra White Violet Light 
Double LP/DoubleCD 

"...a work which resonates loudly 
with LaMonte Young's minimalist 



























Spearheaded by Sigur Ros Hilmar Orn Hilmarsson and the Kitchen Motors collective, 
Iceland’s hardy children of nature are proving stubbornly resistant ta the World Rocjc 
Corporation’s attempts to tame them. -Words: Rob Young: Phptos: Eva Verrnandel ■ ? v; \ 





































Welcome to 200l’s first space odyssey: a time trip 
through the last 12 months in new music, including our 
50 Records Of The Year plus a host of specialist end 
of year charts, as voted for by The Wire's team of writers 
and critics. Meanwhile, our contributors offer up their 
personal pros and cons of 2000, and some of the year’s 
key players send back despatches from music’s frontline 


Cat Power The Covers Record (Matador) 
Flanger Midnight Sound (NTone) 

Wu-Tang Clan The W (Loud) 

C-Schultz & Hajsch C-Schultz & Hajsch (Sonig) 
Jah Wobble Molam Dub (30 Hertz) 

Angus MacLise Brain Damage In Oklahoma City 
(Quakebasket) 

Charlemagne Palestine Karenina (Durtro) 
Sonic Youth NYC Ghosts & Flowers (Geffen) 
Milford Graves Stories (Tzadik) 















forgot her headphones on stage; Jeans Team; Puppet 
Masters; Jurgen Soder for being so patient with us; 
opening our Web shop; Jill Mingo. 

Pros: Barcelona and Sonar, meeting Stockhausen and 
making him honorary member of COIL; The Fall - The 
Unutterable ; Freitag Aus Ucht - Stockhausen; Getting a 
2nd Fenix modular synthesizer; getting rid of all my CDs 
and records; Cult Effects plug-ins for Adobe 
AfterEffects, League Of Gentlemen, Angkor Wat 
Khymer cheese with red ants, Matmos, Fungi Perfecti 
(www.fungi.com), Eminem, Nash Point, Wales, lucid 
dreaming, Adrafinil, Musick, friends recovering... 

Cons: London, Sharlene Spiteri, the music business in 
general (... Constant Shallowness Leads To Evil); lavish 
magazines and the brainless waste that is the Sunday 
newspapers; the rise and rise of the Ober-Babe 
(Madonna, Britney, Kylie, Sheena Easton!), all becoming 
one awful soundalike amorphous Teen product; trying 
to keep up with my dream diary; Alcohol, Music, friends 
getting ill and nearly dying. 

music hearing that have taken place over the last 
years, I wouldn't want to reduce this last year (or 
years) to a particular exemplary artist, recording or 
performance. If we take the old dictum that 
'Schoenberg liberated the notes from tonality, so that 
Cage could liberate the sound from the notes', we see 
















































People Like Us 

Pros: Moving from an idyllic little town to an urban 
dump and being glad about it; Napster. Travelling: 
Sonar at Barcelona - social event of the year. Visiting 
NYC, going on WFMU. Coil, Royal Festival Hall - 
Persistence Is All. 'EMI' at Komedia, Brighton. The 
rather good Rather Interesting label. Hours of fun on 
www.sissyfight.com until a bunch of children got 
involved and made us all feel old and stupid. Little legal 
hassle from sampling. The support of friends and, of 
course, Soleilmoon and Hot Air. Collaborating live with 
Matmos in London, February 2001. 

Cons: Having to KICK my computer to get it to 'boot 
up’. Of the small venues in London many are gloomy, 
smoky and dark — rather like snorkelling in a plastic 
glass of old piss. Seeing some small labels act like big 
ones. Possible legislation on MP3 file sharing, despite 
our history lessons concerning home taping. 

Reynols 

Best Album: Hasil Adkins Cickens Collection 

Best Guitar Player John Lee Hooker/Junior Kimbrough 

Best Composer: Kenneth Gaburo 

Best European Band: Faust/Trio 

Best Video: Johnny Cash The Man, His World And His 

Music 

Best Female Voice: Yoko Ono/Emmylou Harris 
Best Guitar Solo: Lou Reed in 'Like A Possum" 

Best Hairstyle: Tony Conrad/Alan Vega 

Best Electronic Album 1969-2000: George Harrison 

Electronk Sounds 


Best Bestseller: The Bible 

Best Keyboard Solo of the Century: Sun Ra’s "Joyfull 

Noise' Crumarsolo 

Best FX: Dalai Lama 

Best Signature Sunglasses: Roy Orbison 

Best Lost Album: Montes Cuando Brille El Ttempo 

Best Bass Player: Hugh McEntire (Nihilist Spasm Band) 

Best No-Mind: Miguel Tomasin 

Best Presence Onstage: Neil Young 

Best Concert Pauline Oliveros & Reynols live in NYC 

Best Password: 16-1,23-4,5-9,18-5,11 -5,10-4 

Best Plastic Artist: Malcom Mooney 

Best Film: Sonar, Sonar. Leonardo Favio 

Best 'New' Artist: R Stevie Moore 

Best Future Album: Robert Wyatt (whatever is coming 

after Shleep) 

Scanner 

2000 has been the most positive year for me with the 
most eclectic of experiences: spending a week in the 
hills of California with Hamza El Din, David Lang & 
Christian Wolff sharing ideas and dinner; collaborating 
with Annie Gosfield in NYC; meeting Lee Ranaldo; 
participating in Sonic Boom at the Hayward Gallery; 
spreading Free Chocolate Love with David Shea; re- 
soundtracking Alphavllle at London's Imax Cinema; the 
opening of my Science Museum installation; the entire 
20>2000 schoolgroup playing in Berlin and Linz; 
hearing John Zorn at the Barbican; David Thomas & His 
Two Pale Boys at the South Bank Centre; Sigur Ros 
slowly imploding in London, the birth of Babette ►► 
































Cars. This polite fascism assuming free markets are 
equivalent to increased democracy when all empirical 
evidence suggests the opposite. Musically speaking, 
reactionary formalist electronica. Trance. 

Pros: The Nonzero Sum Games exhibit with Dispute 
Resolution Services salvaging the Smithsonian 
sweatshop exhibit from dumpsters. Musically speaking, 
ThaemlitzS Interstices, Los Samplers' Descargas and 
The Associates. In performance, Benjamin Britten's 
modernist-romantic Peter Grimes performed by The LA 
Opera at the Chandler Pavilion. Cage’s Atlas Eliptiealis 
by The Southwest Chamber Music Society. Lastly, that 
exquisite sonic boom emanating from the streets of DC, 
Philly, LA, Prague, Seoul, Melbourne, etc. 

V/VM 

2000 got worse and worse and worse and most 
importantly things will continue to get worse and 

was the year of the con. Hope you can be subjective, 
the following makes up V/VM's cons and pros, work it 
out for yourselves. Cabbage throwing and pigs' 
trotters at Sonar, Chris De Burger; wheelchair 
wheelies in Amsterdam to "Mouldy Old Dough'; 
Scanner + DJ Spooky; CMN Tours; Lennon's 60th 
birthday VA/M abuse set in York which made the 
students cry; sick love and its universal appeal; Bob 
Mills and the annual Edinburger chicken/pig, heart/pig 
caper; WMCPS; Alec Empire's upbringing; the Queen 
Mother:! 00 year old robot con; Hoegaarden; The 


planet Chesh's Millennium Dome fiasco; Borussia 
Dortmund and their spirit of 1997; Rod Dodd; 
Mainpal INV; Shakiri Stevens and his kidknapping of 
us and abduction behind the green door; Kid 
sexOsick; 24 years; Arts Council funded events — 
avoid them; Catalyst in Belfast for blinkers — the 
Guinness and the tower invite; Bill Drummond's 45; 
brainwashed whitters; Fabulous, Bald and Animal for 
support above and beyond the call. 2000, sick love 
and attitude to the rest of you. 2001 will see VA/M 

Pros: 2000 was a fun year. With performances by 
Chicks On Speed and V/VM at Sonar, it's nice to see 
that the world of electronic musicians isn't only bald 
Europeans or serious-yet-quirky Japanese guys. 
Electronic music fans and musicians need to smile 
more and stop checking e-mail on stage. 2001 will see 
a shift in popular culture, as it happened with Grunge 
and Techno in 91, synth pop and New Romantics in 
81, and spacey funk and old synths in the early 70s. 
The end of every decade seems to harvest mediocrity 
in the popular culture. I can't say what the next trend 
will be but I'm predicting It'll hit in 2001. 

Cons: This is the year the corporate music industry went 
from ignoring the Internet to fearing the Internet Over 
the next year they'll be buying the Internet and 
swallowing up more organisations and resources, 
branding them with their own propaganda and filth. □ 
















Tangents #4 : The rise of Smiley culture in Nixon’s USA was irresistible. But don't let the glad 
expression give you the wrong impression: from Motown’s Norman Whitfield and Philly soul’s 
O’Jays to. the West Coast's Sly And The Family Stone, black artists flipped Smiley over to reveal 
the underside of the American dream. Words: Peter Shapiro. Illustration: Joseph Krai 
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invisible jukebox 


Every month we play a musician a series of records which they're 
asked to identify and comment on — with no prior knowledge of 
what they're about to hear. This month it’s the turn of... 



Mark E Smith 


Tested by Edwin Pouncey Photos: Hamish Brown 



invisible jukebox 








invisible jukebox 







sound _ a 
check 


custody: January’s selected albums and 12”s 
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The Orb 


Mount Vernon Arts Lab 


Various Artists 


Oscar Noriega’s Play 


Chris Speed 


Cuong Vu 
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in brief avant rock 

Reviewed by David Keenan 































































































LA's pioneering donee label 

US-(323) 221-0517 
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charts 

Playlists from the outer limits of planet sound 











New music books devoured, dissected, dissed 
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Adrian Shaughnessy surveys Rim Hiorthoy’s heart-on-sleeve designs 
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Conservatorium van Amsterdam 

for further information 
call Rudy van Dijk/ 

Manhattan School of Music 

aid 

Conservatorium van Amsterdam 

present 

The most 

distinguished 

Cees Kranenburg 
of the Jazz Department: 
+31-20-527 75 93; 
e-mail: R.vanDijk@cva.ahk.nl 

Summer 2001 Jazzworkshop 
July 9-13 

program for jazz, 


SUPPORTED BY ERNST & YOUNG 

fusion and 


Amsterdam, The Netherlands 


Conservatorium van Amsterdam 

by Dick Oatts, 

John Riley, 

Jesse van Ruller 

and other famous faculty members 
of MSM and CvA 

contemporary music 

in Europe 

P.O. Box 78022 
1070 LP Amsterdam 
The Netherlands 
phone: +31 20 527 75 50 
fax: +31 20 676 15 06 
www.cva.ahk.nl 
e-mail: info@cva.ahk.nl 
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January’s selected festivals, live events, clubs and broadcasts 
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Subscribing to The Wire is the best, and cheapest, way to make sure you receive copies of the world's most 
eclectic and free-thinking music zine. It also means you become eligible to receive a raft of free offers that are not 
available anywhere else, beginning with,,. 



































epiphanies 


subharmonics, these oscillations are inherently musical. 
As the frequencies drifted, ghostlike voices would 
appear, making a collage - sometimes Voice Of 
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